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“Too many people downplay the value of vocational education compared to college prep.  
My vocational education propelled me to achieve beyond my expectations after high school. It 
gave me the confidence to do new things and to apply myself to new tasks and experiences.”      
      
                                                                                       Harry P. Cooper, Jr. — Class of 1972

Against the backdrop of the Vietnam War,  
Harry enlisted in the Navy. “By literally the  
luck of the draw, I was assigned to the unit 
responsible for South Pole construction,  
said Harry, and I did not go to Vietnam.”

During his four-year enlistment in the US  
Navy, Harry rose from laborer to crew leader 
with an opportunity to see the world and work 
in some truly unique locations. “Having the 
chance to live and work in Antarctica, the  
southernmost place on earth, was the most  
fantastic experience in my professional life,”  
said Harry. “The geographic South Pole sits  
on almost 9000 feet of snow/ice. I spent six 
months there working in the harshest climate  
on the planet, leading interior finish crews 
completing modular units that would serve the 
research community for over three decades.”

Harry was then assigned to work where it never 
snows. Trading in his snowsuit for a diving suit, 
Bermuda was his next destination, where he 
would spend nine months as a supervisor for a 
concrete seawall project. His team worked un-
derwater building forms and pouring concrete. 
“I was well trained at BVT and later on by the  

Navy for the work I was doing. I was very  
excited about my career choice,” said Harry. 
 
During nearly four decades of government service, 
Harry traveled extensively and had the opportunity 
to work around the world and in an active war 
zone. “After my time in the Navy, I joined the CIA  
as a Construction Security Officer tasked with 
approving secure construction projects worldwide. 
This work included flying a modular building over-
seas to ensure top security during the construction,” 
said Harry. He worked at the Central Intelligence 
Agency in a variety of roles including physical and 
technical security, security threat analysis, and  
security policy & education.
 
“I never dreamed of becoming a world traveler;  
it just happened. I took jobs that I thought I  
would like and did what my employer asked me  
to,” said Harry. “Because of my travel with the 
Navy, future employers saw me as experienced in 
foreign travel. Assignments requiring travel came  
my way, and I thought little of it until realizing  
one day I had visited all seven continents. After 
traveling to Antarctica, the other six continents  
were more comfortable to visit. My life and  
career have exceeded my wildest expectations.”

Since retiring from the CIA, as a senior executive 
with a rank equivalent to a two-star general,  
Harry now works part-time as a modular con-
struction consultant building projects across  
Southeastern United States. “While most of  
my CIA career was not devoted to construction  
(actually policy and law), the only thing I want  
to do after retirement is to regain my roots  
within the construction industry,” said Harry. 

As Harry prepares to launch his encore and 
prepare for his second act, he credits BVT for 
giving him the skills and confidence that have 
served him well over the last 50 years. Harry said, 
“I hope that my story encourages those pursuing 
a vocational education to know that the trade 
learned is not the limit, but just the beginning.” 
 
Read Harry’s full spotlight on our website:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights

Harry Cooper of Millville didn’t set out to be a world  
traveler. From a humble beginning, his mission was simple:  
to learn a trade, and get a job. So that’s just what he  
intended to do after graduating from BVT in 1972 from  
our Construction program.   

Meet Our Traveling  
Tradesman

Check out what’s inside this issue...

The dome couldn’t be heated in any way or it would have  
melted the snow beneath. So vents were built to keep it cool 
and let the snow blow in during the harsh winter months.
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  Dawn Dubois – Culinary Arts Instructor, 33 years.  
 Michael Faticanti – Drafting Instructor, 15 years.  
 Judith Lavallee – Health Services Instructor, 13 years.  
 Susan McDermott – Health Services Instructor,  
 16 years.  
 Kathleen Shea – Chemistry Teacher, 7 years.  
 Lou Ann D’Amico – Main Office Administrative  
 Assistant, 25 years. 
 Janet Kelly – Teacher Assistant, 8 years.    
 Karen VanKeuren – Teacher Assistant, 20 years.  
 Shirley Whitten – Cashier/Cafeteria Worker, 24 years.

Depot Street Tavern Hands Over 
Their Kitchen to Our Student Chefs
 
A big “Thank you,” goes out to Adam Hicks  
(Culinary Arts, Class of 2001), and his entire team  
at Depot Street Tavern in Milford for their guid-
ance and hospitality. In June they allowed eighteen 
juniors from our Culinary Arts program and four 
instructors to take over their restaurant to prepare 
and serve over 75 meals as part of a fundraiser 
event. As you know, these real-world experiences 
are invaluable to our students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fundraiser supported the culinary arts senior 
class trip, a three-day “foodie tour” of a different 
region of Cape Cod. Our students plan to tour 
farms, wineries, and food factories like a hot sauce 
maker and a coffee roaster. Of course eating  
at a few restaurants from clam shacks to fine 
dining resorts is on the list. Almost all of the funds 
to pay for this trip (including meals and lodging) 
is raised by our students at events like this one, as 
well as our Gingerbread House Decorating Work-
shop and by running the BVT concession stand. 

BVT alumni who work or have worked at Depot 
Street Tavern or Maddi’s Tap House:
Adam Hicks – Proprietor
Buddy Bartlett – Sous Chef
Kim Haslam – Sous Chef
Amanda Kiesman – Bartender
Alex Burgess – Line Cook
Zach Crosby – Line Cook
Lindsey Simmons – Line Cook
Kellen Kearnan – Line Cook
David Lozeau – Line Cook
Max Pfeiffer – Line Cook

Adam had a few things to share about the event 
over Twitter. “The effort, time, and professional-
ism the @bvths Junior Culinary Arts class showed 
towards this project was amazing!!!! The student 
takeover of @depot_st_tavern_ went all but flaw-
less, and truly exceeded all my expectations as a 
business owner. I know I speak for my staff when 
I say, we were truly amazed!! Congrats and well 
done!!! Oh and this is now an annual event!!”  
(#depotsttavern and bvths @depot_st_tavern_)

Restaurant Takeover 

Remembering Old Friends, Classmates, & Teachers...

Goodbye summer, hello fall! It’s that time of 
year again, to reconnect with your alma mater 
and wear your school colors proudly at our 
Homecoming Festival, October 7th – 12th.  
It’s a fun-filled gathering of our BVT family — 
students, staff, alumni, and friends — who are 
all invited to campus to cheer on our Beavers 
and celebrate community.  

Be sure to stop by the alumni table and say  
“Hi!” There are sure to be some classmates 
on hand and information about future  
alumni events that you won’t want to miss.  

Check out the line-up for this year’s event: 

Thursday, October 10th
BVT Family Barbecue: (5:30 p.m.)  
A delicious dinner awaits! Come enjoy a  
hamburger, hot dog, chips, cookie, and  
soda for only $5 per person.* Such a deal!

Spirit Bonfire: (7:00 – 8:15 p.m.)  
We’ll get you “fired up” for the big day  
with games, music, and fun. Tickets are  
$2 per person.*  

Saturday, October 12th
Pancake Breakfast: (8:00 – 10:00 a.m.)  
What better way to start the day! We’ll  
serve you a hearty breakfast before the  
games begin.* 

This year our Beavers will compete in the  
following sporting events:  
   Girls Varsity Soccer
 JV Girls Volleyball
 Girls Varsity Volleyball
 Boys Varsity Soccer
 Varsity Field Hockey
 JV Field Hockey
 Varsity Football 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Concession Stand: (11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.)  
Our Culinary Arts program brings gourmet flair 
to our concession stand to fuel your BVT spirit! 
Snack on offerings like meatball-provolone sliders 
and honey-lime chicken sandwiches. Classics like 
buffalo wings and nachos will be available too!

 
* Tickets must be ordered in advance via an online regis- 
    tration form, which will be e-mailed in early September.  
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Cheer on Our Beavers & Celebrate Community! 

Homecoming 2019Homecoming 2019
Father + Mother + 
Daughter = BVT Pride
The Ferreira Family – Class of  
1993 & 2019  
 
Lindsey Ferreira of Sutton (Multimedia Communi-
cations, Class of 2019) included this quote in her 
yearbook, “The past doesn’t define who you 
are, it just gives you the starting point of who 
you’re going to be.” BVT is a big part of her 
parent’s history, which is why Lindsey decided 
to follow in their footsteps and apply to BVT. 

Graduates of the Class of 1993, Lindsey’s  
parents David Ferreira of Milford (Plumbing) 
and Danielle Vanderlinden of Sutton (Informa-
tion Processing) met as students and married in 
1997. They currently reside in Sutton where 
they are busy raising their family. 

David, employed by Waters Corporation in 
Milford for 23 years, is a Senior Material  
Technician. He returned to BVT in the late  
‘90s to assist with junior varsity baseball.  

Danielle is the Director of Plan Implementation 
at Wilson Language Training in Oxford. She 
furthered her education at Nichols College 
in Dudley with a Bachelor’s degree and duel 
major in Accounting and Information Process-
ing, and also completed a Master’s Degree in 
Organizational Leadership in 2016. 

As a senior, Lindsey excelled as a setter captain 
on the varsity volleyball team under coach, 
Brian Lehtinen. This summer she shared her 
skills by returning to campus to help coach the 
volleyball clinic. Come this fall, her parents will 
proudly send her off to Massachusetts College 
of Art & Design in Boston where she’s looking  
forward to fine-tuning her animation talent 
and pursuing her passion for art. 

From one generation to the next, BVT has 
given this family a firm foundation, but for 
Lindsey, this is her starting point. Best of luck 
to Lindsey and all of our 2019 graduates. 
 
Once a Beaver, always a Beaver!

Did you hear? BVT ranked #61 on U.S. News  
& World Report’s 2019 Best High Schools  
list in Massachusetts and #1,290 nationally.  
Our overall score was 92.52 out of 100.  
Last year, we ranked #78 in the state and  
1,877 nationally.  

Visit BVT in the News to learn more:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/besthighschool

Best  
High School  
in Massachusetts 

#61 .
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In Memoriam of Lost Friends:  

 Brandy A. Pichette – 41, Class of 1995 (Culinary), 
  died April 1, 2019, due to diabetes complications.
 
 Robert J. Kozel – 60, Class of 1975 (Machine Shop),  
 died December 6, 2017, at home.

 Brittany J. Vanderpoel – 25, Class of 2011, (Health  
 Services), died December 23, 2018, in Hospice. 
 

Recent Retirees: 
 George Creely – Painting & Design Technology 
  Instructor, 13 years.
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Share Your Expertise with Us  
Your unique story, skills, and years of experience are 
powerful gifts that deserve to be shared. Consider
how your expertise might help our students thrive:  
 
 Do you work in a non-traditional career and   
 want to share your experiences with our students?  
 How about inviting our students to tour your  
 business so they can learn about the cool and  
 innovative things you’re doing?  
 Would you like to work with our co-op students?  
 
Let us know how you’d like to give back to your  
alma mater by connecting with Kim Elder: kelder@
valleytech.k12.ma.us / 508–529–7758  x3137.

The American Revolution Comes Alive at Daniels Farmstead 

A Living History Event
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Job Connection   
Are you looking for your next dream job,  
or the opportunity to hire new talent for  
your company? Look no farther than our  
Job Connection webpage. Our goal is to  
connect prospective employers with  
potential candidates for job opportunities,  
including full-time, part-time, seasonal,  
and co-op positions. Check out our 
website for current job listings at:  
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection

Through a generous grant provided by The New England School Development Council (NESDEC), 
BVT will co-host the Battle for Daniel’s Farm, a reenactment of The American Revolution on  
October 4th – 6th at Daniels Farmstead in Blackstone.  

This live-action historical simulation is a wonderful opportunity to combine our academic and 
vocational curriculum throughout our entire school and bring history alive for our students.  
Given recent Massachusetts legislation encouraging greater student engagement in civics and  
U.S. History, we continue to explore new and creative ways to further integrated learning and  
ignite a passion for history. 

This reenactment is not only an exciting learning experience for our students, but provides our  
community a unique opportunity to come together to experience and be a part of history. Mark 
your calendars and plan to join us at this event. 

If you would like to participate in the Battle for Daniel’s Farm or are interested in learning more 
about this event, additional information is available on our website at: www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/
alivinghistoryevent 
 

www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/besthighschool
http://www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/jobconnection
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alivinghistoryevent
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alivinghistoryevent


Transforming EducationBlackstone Valley Regional  
Vocational Technical High School
65 Pleasant Street, Upton, MA 01568
508–529–7758   
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us

NON–PROFIT  
ORGANIZATION
POSTAGE AFFIXED

Equal Opportunity
BVT welcomes and is open to  
all students, offering equal  
opportunities in all approved 
programs and courses of study 
without regard to race, color,  
sex, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, religion, national origin, 
homelessness, or disability.

The New Kid on the Ladder
Timothy Buono – Class of 2013 
 
Timothy Buono, is no stranger to the halls of  
BVT. As a graduate (Construction Technology, Class  
of 2013), he knows his way around our campus. 

After graduation Timothy attended Fitchburg 
State University where he received his Bachelor’s 
degree in Industrial Technology. In college he 
simultaneously worked construction jobs and  
for Koopman Lumber & Hardware in their  
Milford paint location. It was there that he had 
an opportunity to work with state of the art color 
matching technology and hone his painting skills. 
 
Last fall, Timothy took a new career path and  
returned to BVT as a substitute teacher in our  
Painting & Design Technology program. He en-
joyed working alongside instructors George Creely 

and Thomas Lamont. When George retired at the 
end of the school year, Timothy applied for and 
successfully secured that new position.

This summer, under Timothy’s skilled and watch-
ful eye he led P&D students, senior Brady Smith 
and junior Emma Thayer, to complete several 
painting projects. Thankfully, Timothy has no fear 
when it comes to new challenges (and heights). 
He safely went to the apex of the exterior sawdust 
collector and beauti- 
fully repainted the  
top sections.  
 
Timothy is excited to 
take on his new posi-
tion this fall and we’re 
so happy to have him 
join our staff!

Connect... Keeping in touch with your classmates is easier than ever through the Alumni Services section of our website 
(www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni). It’s your go-to resource for alumni spotlight stories (www.valleytech. 
k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights), information on special alumni events and planning your class reunion, as well 
as how to sign-up to receive the Connect via e-mail (www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry). 
 
In addition to this newsletter and our robust website content, our social media sites will give you an  
opportunity to connect and engage with us and other alumni. Join in on the conversation by liking us on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/BVTHighSchool and following us on Twitter: www.twitter.com/BVTHigh-
School and Instagram: www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool

www.valleytech.k12.ma.us
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumni
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumnispotlights
www.valleytech.k12.ma.us/alumniregistry
www.facebook.com/BVTHighSchool
www.twitter.com/BVTHighSchool
www.twitter.com/BVTHighSchool
www.instagram.com/bvt_highschool

